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Welcome Letter
Dear Colleagues and Friends,
 
It is a great honor for the Soil Science Society of China (SSSC) to host the 12th Inter-
national Conference of East and Southeast Asia Federation of Soil Science Societies 
(ESAFS2015) in Nanjing. On the occation of the International Year of Soils (IYS), we 
are pleased to invite you to participate in this conference, which will be held from 
18-21 September 2015.

Food security is a serious problem in the modern world. As one of the most important 
kinds of food production, more than 90% of the world’s rice is produced and eaten in 
Asia. The development of soil science in East and Southeast Asia is the basis of food 
production, and would play an important role for global food security. Thus, it is a 
glorious task of soil scientists. The international conference ESAFS, which was held 
for 11 times, has tried effect on different aspects of soil science. By bring soil scientists 
together, the 12th ESAFS would go on with promoting researches in soil and related 
sciences.

Nanjing, as the capital of ten dynasties, is one of the most famous cities of China for 
both the long history also the beautiful landscape. SSSC, one of the top-level academic 
national societies under China Association for Science and Technology, has endeavored 
to excellence of soil science and developed into an important force in developing the 
cause of soil science and technology in China. We are ready to welcome 12th ESAFS 
attendees. We will do our best to make your visit unforgettable.

Welcome to join the 12th East and Southeast Asia Federation of Soil Science Societies! 
We look forward to seeing you in Nanjing!

Yours sincerely,
 

Professor Renfang Shen
President of ESAFS (2014-2015)
President of Soil Science Society of China
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Conference Registration
Registration includes full access to all conference symposia and lectures, welcom-
ing reception, coffee breaks, meals, as well as Proceedings (abstract book) and 
other conference materials. 
    See more at the conference web-site (http://esafs2015.csp.escience.cn).
    To be able to benefit discounted registration fees, your registration and full pay-
ment must have been received prior to the deadline listed below. If payment is not 
received prior to the deadline, the discount is not valid and will not be applied.

Early registration
before 20, July, 2015

After 21, July, 2015
and on Site

International
participant

Participants 350 USD 400 USD
Students* 250 USD 300 USD

Companion 200 USD 250 USD

Domestic
participant

Members 1800 RMB 2200 RMB
Students* 1200 RMB 1500 RMB

Companion 1000 RMB 1200 RMB



We are calling for presentations (and ultimately papers) that address the following 
and other related topics. Suggestions are welcome.

1.   Asia Soil Informatics
2.   Paddy Soil and Sustainable Utilization
3.   Soil Fertility and Plant Nutrition
4.   Soil Environment and Food Security
5.   Amelioration of Problematic Soils and Rational Utilization
6.   Greenhouse Gas Emission in Land Use and Climate Change
7.   Soil Ecological and Biological Processes and Effects
8.   Advanced Technologies in Soil Science Research
9.   Research  Frontiers on Microbiological and Biochemical Processes in Paddy Soil 
10. High Yield of Rice under Sustainable Production   

Invited and volunteer participants are invited to submit Abstracts for presentation 
at the conference and publication in the Conference Proceedings. All the abstracts 
must be original works by the authors, not be currently under review in the same 
form by another outlet and not submitted elsewhere prior to the notification date. 
All abstracts can be uploaded via the conference website.

    Decision on oral or poster presentation should be made before 20, June, 2015.

    Poster presenters will bring their printed posters to the conference. Size of the 
poster should be A0 (84.1cm x 118.4cm), portray orientation. Each letter should 
be readable from 1 m distance.

Themes of Sessions

Invitation and Call for Papers



The conference is planned for 18 - 21, September, 2015, which will include technical sessions 
and one day tour. More details will be available soon.
    The proceedings of the conference, including keynote talks, other talks, and results of the 
discussion sessions will be published as a book.

Schedule of the 12th International Conference of ESAFS
Date Program Place

18, September
Arrival
Registration
Posters for ISY 2015

International Conference 
Hotel Nanjing

Institute of Soil Science, CAS

19, September

Opening Ceremony
Plenary Lecture
Oral and Poster Presentation
ESAFS Business Meeting
Awarding Ceremony
Chinese Cultural Show and Celebration for IYS 2015
Welcome Reception

20, September

Oral and Poster Presentation
Report on Member Societies’ Activities and Recent 
Progresses in Soil Science (Member Countries in 
Alphabetical Order)
Closing Ceremony
Invited Representatives to visit the Institute of Soil 
Science, CAS

21, September Field Excursion Suzhou

Chinese High-Speed Railway

Liuyuan Garden

Conference Programs

Paddy Soil Profile



Prof. Rain Horn (Kiel University, Germany)
Dr. Rainer Horn is currently a professor for soil science (chair) at Institute of Plant Nutrition and Soil 
Science, Christian Albrechts University zu Kiel, Germany. He works in the broad area of soil physics: 
soil mechanics: stress strain effects in structured soils, soil structure effects, chemical as well as 
hydraulic processes in structured soils, unsaturated 3 dimensional flow and transport processes, waste 
deposit management capping systems, soil tillage effects on soil properties, soil hydraulic properties, 
chemical and biological aspects of soil aggregates. He has published more than 200 papers in 
reviewed journals, 58 bookchapters, and 12 books apart from more than 70 unreviewed papers and 
reports. Dr. Horn was the president of international soil & tillage research organization (ISTRO), and 
president of Germany Soil Science Society, and is now president of international union of soil science 
(IUSS).

Keynote Speakers

Prof. Rattan Lal (Ohio State University, USA)
Rattan Lal is a professor of soil science in the School of Environment and Natural Resources. He is the 
Director of the Carbon Management and Sequestration Center at Ohio State's Ohio Agricultural 
Research and Development Center. Prof. Lal conducts research in carbon sequestration in terrestrial 
ecosystems, soil dynamics and processes, and natural resources management with emphasis on food 
security and environmental quality in the United States, Africa, Latin America, and India. Currently 
his research is focused on carbon dynamics in relation to soil erosion, and soil quality as indicated by 
soil structure and productivity. Professor Lal is the recipient of prestigious Norman E. Borlaug Award 
(2005) and the von Liebig Award (2006) for his contributions and research in sustainable management 
of soil and natural resources. His service to professional organizations includes Editor-in-Chief of the 
Encyclopedia of Soil Science, Co-Editor-in-Chief of Soil & Tillage Research, and Past-President of 
the Soil Science Society of America. He is a fellow of the Soil Science Society of American, the 
American Society of Agronomy, the Third World Academy of Sciences and the American Association 
for Advancement of Science. He is a member of the U.S. National Committee of Soil Science, and was 
a lead author on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and the U.N. Millennium Assess-
ment. He has authored, reviewed and edited 1,200 journal articles and publications during his career, 
and has published in a variety of journals including Science and Soil & Tillage Research. He has 
presented numerous keynote seminars around the world, including the prestigious Presidential Lecture 
chaired by the President of Iceland.

Prof. Jae Yang (Kangwon National University, Korea)
Dr. Yang has been professor of soil environmental chemistry since 1990 at Kangwon National 
University, Korea. Dr. Yang became a President of International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS) in 
2010 and will be in his position until 2014. Major areas of his research and teaching are on soil 
environmental biogeochemistry, soil pollution and remediation, and assessments of bioavailability and 
risk of nutrients and contaminants in the soil-water-crop continuum. He has drawn about 90 research 
grants and advised more than 60 graduate students. Dr. Yang has published more than 180 peer 
reviewed research papers, +300 abstracts, coauthored many books or chapters and registered more 
than 10 patents. Dr. Yang has served on a number of national policy and research committees, the 
councils of scientific societies and the editorial boards of several journals. Professor Yang feels that 
the field of soil science is largely expanding because of the growing interests and needs from society 
in not only food security and safety but also human health and ecosystem services. In addition, many 
state-of-the-art emerging technologies being developed in other disciplines are waiting for soil 
scientists to use for education, researches and policy integration. Thus, he strongly believes that to 
meet the most demanding societal needs and challenges, soil science implementation should be 
multidisciplinary, inter-organizational, intergovernmental and global with adopting the holistic 
integrations of research, policy and strategic plans. IUSS, as a global union of 60,000 soil scientists 
from 130 countries, has been widening her roles in fulfilling the global needs and serving the global 
soil science communities.



The 12th ESAFS Conference will be held at the International Conference Hotel of 
Nanjing.

From Nanjing Railway Station (南京站)
     By taxi: The ride will cost about 35.00 RMB.
     By subway: Take line 1 to reach Xinjiekou Station (新街口), change to line 2 to reach Muxuyuan 
Station (苜蓿园), and walk for about 1.3 km. (About 50 minutes)

From Nanjing South Railway Station (南京南站)
     By taxi: The ride will cost about 45.00 RMB.
     By subway: Take line 1 to reach Xinjiekou Station (新街口), change to line 2 to reach Muxuyuan 
Station (苜蓿园), and walk for about 1.3 km. (About 1 hour)

From Nanjing Lukou International Airport (禄口机场)
     By taxi: The ride will cost about 130.00 RMB.
     By subway: Take Airport line to reach Nanjing South Railway Station (南京南站), change to line 
1 to reach Xinjiekou Station (新街口), then change to line 2 to reach Muxuyuan Station (苜蓿园), 
and walk for about 1.3 km. (About 2 hours and 10 minutes)

Venue

A special discount is made for ESAFS2015 participants at the rate of CNY 500 /night 
for a room. Cheaper hotel is also available around the venue.

How to get to the Venue

Notice
     If you choose to take a taxi to the hotel, 
for your convenience, print the following 
hotel address for your driver, please. 



Welcome to ESAFS 2015

Mr. Wei-Dong Yan (Deputy Secretary General)
    Soil Science Society of China
    71 East Beijing Road, Nanjing 210008, China
    Tel: +86-25-86881532 
    Email: yanwd@issas.ac.cn

Dr. Ruijuan Sun (Invitation)
    Institute of Soil Science, Chinese Academy of Sciences
    71 East Beijing Road, Nanjing 210008, China
    Tel: +86-25-86881507
    Email: rjsun@issas.ac.cn

http://esafs2015.csp.escience.cn

Contact Details

Mrs. Yu-Xia Jiang (Abstract and Scientific Programme)
    Soil Science Society of China
    71 East Beijing Road, Nanjing 210008, China
    Tel/Fax: +86-25-86881538
    Email: sssc@issas.ac.cn

Dr. Nan Jia (Registration)
    Institute of Soil Science, Chinese Academy of Sciences
    71 East Beijing Road, Nanjing 210008, China
    Tel: +86-25-86881028
    Email: esafs2015@issas.ac.cn



About ESAFS

Objectives of ESAFS
The Federation shall aim at promoting researches in soil and related sciences and disseminating the acquired knowledge and 
technology for the benefit of the member societies in the region of East and Southeast Asia. By doing so, the Federation shall 
contribute to the sustainable development of the region through harmonization of agricultural production and environmental 
protection.
    The Federation shall also aim at promoting the effective participation of member societies and of individual soil scientist of the 
region in the work of the International Union of Soil Sciences.

At the 13th Hamburg International Congress of Soil Science Society (ICSS) in 1986, a working group (WG) on Paddy Soil 
Fertility was established and Prof. Hidenori Wada, University of Tokyo, was elected as the first Chairman of the WG. Prof. Wada 
made every effort to organize the first symposium at Chiang Mai, Thailand, with cooperation of the Late Dr. Samarn Panichapong, 
Secretary of WG and then Advisor of IBSRAM (International Board for Soil Research and Management). In December 1988, a 
symposium was held with the general theme “Paddy Soil Fertility: Past, Present and Future“, and attended by 180 scientists from 
15 countries. The success of the symposium clearly showed that there was sheer need to enhance opportunity for exchange of 
information in rice research and technology among the countries with rice-based farming systems as an important component of 
their agriculture.
    During the same period of time, while preparing for the 14th International Congress of Soil Science (ICSS) to be held at Kyoto, 
Japan, in 1990, the Japanese Society of Soil Science and Plant Nutrition (SSPN) was examining, under the leadership of Ex-Presi-
dent Dr. Akira Tanaka, a plan to establish a regional body to promote researches specifically related to rice cultivation in Monsoon 
Asia. The plan was adopted and formally resolved at the Annual Meeting of the Society in April 1990 and the task was handed over 
to Prof. Kazutake Kyuma, Kyoto University, then newly elected President of the Society. Prior to the Kyoto Congress of ICSS, 
Prof. Kyuma sent by mail an appeal of the Japanese Society of SSPN to the national soil science societies within Monsoon Asia to 
set up a regional body of academic societies working in the fields of soil science, plant nutrition and fertilizer technology in 
relation to rice cultivation.
    As many of the national societies expressed a positive response to the appeal, Prof. Kyuma convened the first meeting on Aug. 
15, 1990 in Kyoto, during the session of the ICSS. The meeting was attended by: Zhao Qi-guo, Gong Zi-tong (China-Mainland); 
Chiu Tsai-Fua, Wang Yin-Po (China, Taiwan); J.S. Kanwar, I.P. Abrol (India); N. Nishizawa, K. Kyuma (Japan); Um Ki-Tae, Jo 
In-Sang (Korea); Zahari Abu Bakar (Malaysia); Somsri Arunin, Pisoot Vijarnsorn, Tasnee Attanandana, Irb Kheoruenromne, 
Anchalee Suddhiprakarn (Thailand).
    At this meeting, Prof. Kyuma gave a brief explanation on his proposal to establish a regional body of the societies of soil science 
and related sciences in the countries in South, Southeast and East Asia, as already stated in his letter to every national society. He 
reported that he had received 6 positive answers by communication from the national societies of China-Taiwan, Korea, Malaysia, 
Philippines, Sri Lanka and Thailand. He then confirmed the positive attitude from the delegates of China-Mainland and India who 
attended the meeting. Thus, altogether 9 national societies, including Japan, agreed upon to formulate a regional organization.
    Naming of the regional organization in relation to the regional delineation was discussed and after some discussion “East and 
Southeast Asia Federation of Soil Science Societies*” was unanimously adopted with an understanding that this regional delinea-
tion is justified by the emphasis placed on rice-based cropping systems as an important component of agricultural production 
system in the region.
    General Rules of the Federation were drafted during the period of the Kyoto Congress of ICSS and distributed to the delegates of 
the member countries and they were officially accepted. According to the Rules, the first office was held by the Japanese Society of 
SSPN for a two-year term, 1990-1992, and Prof. Kyuma became the first President.
    Later, the national societies of Bangladesh, Indonesia and Vietnam became the members, so the membership covers 12 countries 
within the region as of March 2009.
* In the first issue of the Newsletter of the Federation, the President proposed an acronym of ESAFS and it was accepted favorably.

Core members shall consist of any scientific societies concerned with soil science, plant nutrition and fertilizer management and 
technology in any countries in East and Southeast Asia where rice-based cropping system is an important component of agricultur-
al production system.
    The Federation welcomes the societies which are located outside of the region but interested in the activities of the Federation as 
the associate members for promoting the objectives of ESAFS together.

Source: http://www.esafs11ina.org

Foundation of ESAFS

Membership



About IYS 2015

Objectives of IYS 2015

The 68th UN General Assembly declared 2015 the International Year of Soils (IYS) 
(A/RES/68/232).
    The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations has been nominated to 
implement the IYS 2015, within the framework of the Global Soil Partnership and in 
collaboration with Governments and the secretariat of the United Nations Convention 
to Combat Desertification.
    The IYS 2015 aims to increase awareness and understanding of the importance of 
soil for food security and essential ecosystem functions.
    The IYS website will be the main platform to share information and relevant 
resources with different partners. The current version will be updated soon, please 
come back for more information.

The specific objectives of the IYS 2015 are to:
    Raise full awareness among civil society and decision makers about the profound 
importance of soil for human life;
    Educate the public about the crucial role soil plays in food security, climate change 
adaptation and mitigation, essential ecosystem services, poverty alleviation and sustain-
able development;
    Support effective policies and actions for the sustainable management and protection 
of soil resources;
    Promote investment in sustainable soil management activities to develop and main-
tain healthy soils for different land users and population groups;
    Strengthen initiatives in connection with the SDG process (Sustainable Development 
Goals) and Post-2015 agenda;
    Advocate for rapid capacity enhancement for soil information collection and moni-
toring at all levels (global, regional and national).

 

Source: http://www.fao.org/soils-2015

Logo

The IYS logo and communication plan 
were endorsed during the second Plenary 
Session of the Global Soil Partnership on 
July 24, 2014.
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